Pulmonary Mucormycosis Treated With Lobectomy.
A 57 year old man was referred from an outside facility for an unresolving pneumonia. Imaging of the chest demonstrated a right lung mass with a consolidation in the middle lobe, pleural effusion, and mediastinal lymphadenopathy. Cytologic examination of cultures from the bronchoscopy and thoracentesis did not yield a definitive diagnosis. Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS) was performed because of a retained hemothorax and a suggestive lesion. Biopsy specimens obtained during VATS were consistent with mucormycosis. The patient underwent a middle lobectomy and pleurectomy without any adverse event. When bronchoscopy and thoracentesis cannot provide a diagnosis, thoracoscopic pleural biopsy can be the next step in the diagnosis of mucormycosis.